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second statement to the press in which, while disclaiming any inten-
tion on Japan's part to establish a tutelage over China, he said that
she claimed the right to oppose any foreign loan to China, or foreign
help to China of any kind, which might, in Japan's opinion, disturb
the maintenance of peace and order. Japan would, however, acquiesce
in League aid to China if this were 'well used'.

Again, on the 20th April the Japanese Ambassador in Berlin gave
a statement to a German newspaper on Japanese world policy in
which he complained that the League ignored the conditions existing
in the Far East and Japan's special position in relation to these
conditions.

Ten days later again, on the 4th May, the Japanese Foreign Minis-
ter delivered a speech, which was fully reported in the press, to a
conference of Prefectural Governors in Tokyo. On this occasion
Mr. Eirota, after laying stress once more upon his country's mission
to preserve peace and order, went on to say that Japan desired
China's integrity, unification, prosperity and progress, but that these
ideals must be attained by China's own efforts, not by gratuitous
outside help, and that Japan could not be indifferent to any third-
party action complicating Sino- Japanese relations. He intimated that
China was showing signs of a better appreciation of Japanese motives,
and that an understanding was nearer. Existing treaties would be
respected, and the Japanese Government were willing, if necessary,
to exchange views concerning treaty rights and interests with indi-
vidual Powers; but they considered it unwise to recreate the situation
which had been encountered at Geneva when the Powers in Council
and Assembly had rejected Japan's views on the question of Eastern
Asia.

Japan's 'mission5 was referred to once again in the inaugural
speech of Admiral Okada, the newly appointed Prime Minister, on
the 20th July, when he declared that Japan would leave nothing
undone for its fulfilment.

Disentangled from the network of statements, 'amplifications' and
corrections that were emitted by Japan's official and semi-official
spokesmen between the delivery of Mr. Hirota's speech on the 22nd
January and the last week of April, the position taken by Japan, as
expounded to the World, appeared to be substantially as follows. On
the score of being 'the stabilizing force in East Asia', Japan claimed
to possess and exercise, in partnership with China, a trusteeship for
the maintenance of peace and order in that area, and for this purpose
she regarded herself as possessing peculiar responsibilities and rights.
On the ground that peace and order were liable to be endangered by